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foreword
‘Great	is	thy	faithfulness	oh	God,	my	Father…’	can	be	the	first	response	

of Bishop Dr. Sadananda when he looks back on his life’s journey, who 
lived in faith, depending upon the abundant mercy of God. How wonderful 
it is for all his friends to offer thanks to God and extend our best wishes to  
Bp.	Sadananda	as	he	completes	sixty	five	years	of	his	life	leaving	behind	a	rich	
legacy	of	good	governance	in	the	office	as	a	Bishop	of	Church	of	South	India.	
My association with him spans decades when we were close associates in 
Serampore	as	a	family	sharing	mutual	respect	and	love.		It	is	befitting	to	honor	
Bishop Sadananda, through the publishing of a festschrift volume, with the 
title “Communion on the Move: Towards a Relevant Theological Education.”  
I appreciate Rev. Dr. Mohan Larbeer and Rev. Dr. Wati Longchar for taking 
the lead in making this possible.

Bishop Sadananda has been largely and widely revered and remembered 
as a theologian and teacher of many theological students inside and outside 
India, regardless of race, gender and ecclesiastical boundaries. Though his area 
of specialization and research was in Old Testament studies, the extent and 
magnitude of his knowledge and exploration was not enveloped within that 
discipline alone.  Rather, his learning and erudition exhibits an interdisciplinary 
character which covers quite a broad area of research. As a teacher, his 
scholarship and excellence in the subject is commendable and contextual.  But 
more praiseworthy and splendid was his eloquence and the discursive use of 
power and style of his presentations along with the hermeneutic simplicity and 
theological lucidity.  Above all, more than his intelligence and the rhetorical 
power of his discourses, what makes him unique as a teacher and pastor and 
as a Bishop is the conviction of his call, clarity of his commitment and the 
passion for the articulation of the Gospel.

The Senate of Serampore College (University) was blessed with his 
leadership as the Secretary of the Board of Theological Education of the Senate 
of the Serampore College, as the President of the Senate and now as the Master of 
Serampore College. His fervor for contextual and relevant theological education 
has always inspired the Serampore family to see that theological learning is 
imbided by the people of God, for God’s people in the world. It calls for the 
total involvement of God’s people, an ultimate goal in theological interaction. 
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Therefore, one can evaluate his ecumenical experience in terms of his vision and 
ability to overcome all cultural, denominational barriers, which one is bound to 
encounter in any ecumenical adventure. His vision is well expressed, when he 
says, “Our curricula of theological education and ministerial formation should 
respond positively to the rising expectations and frustrations of people, and our 
commitment for peace and justice should take root in our preaching, teaching 
and witness.”

The twenty three articles in this festschrift volume, by well renowned 
theologians and sociologists, who have close association with Dr. Sadananda, 
cover a wide range of topics that unveil the pastoral trait in him which blends 
splendidly with the ecumenist in him, together with his human approach to the 
people of different cultures or races. It is evident that the contributions in this 
book	are	a	fitting	 tribute	 to	 the	 life,	ministry	and	witness	of	Bp.	Sadananda,	
whose exemplary qualities are well appreciated. A man who lives with dignity, 
sincerity and good discipline is often a corrective force to make things better. 
His ability to keep good relationship and integrity in dealings makes him a 
respectable Christian leader. I am sure the collection of these essays will speak 
for themselves on the inter-disciplinary approach of his life and his contribution 
in promoting contemporary thinking in theological education. It has been well 
said: “Life is an exciting business when it is lived for others” (Helen Keller). 
Yes, his words, deeds and friendship are very impressive, and they leave an 
indelible mark in the mind of all who have had the privilege of associating with 
him.

The Senate of Serampore College (University) is a model of ‘Communion 
on the Move.’ Within the given historical, traditional, ecclesiastical diversity, the 
miracle that we experience is the ‘common witness and togetherness in mission 
through theological education.’ I am sure, while we appreciate the contribution 
of Bishop Sadananda, we remember all the teachers of faith who carried this 
legacy for almost two centuries in the past for this nation through Serampore  
College. We look forward to more proactive involvements by scholars and 
theological educators, to garner spiritual strength in continuing this movement 
for the glory of God and for the progress and well-being of fellow human beings. 
Let this book amply reward the readers.

rt. rev. dr. isaac mar philoxenos
President, Senate of Serampore College



introduction
In recorded history, many individuals are forgotten, let alone their work, 

witness and contribution, while oral tradition does not stay long in memory.  Only 
written sources help us to remember the lives of many people, individuals who 
have made a mark in the lives of the people. Here is one record which ensures that 
we remember the life and work of Bishop Sadananda. The aim of this Festschrift 
therefore	is	to	honour	and	record	a	word	of	thanks	to	the	significant	contribution		
of  Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. John S. Sadananda, the present Master of Serampore 
College to the theological education and the church in India.  

A couple of months ago, when I met the Bishop in one of the committee 
meetings, I observed his experiential contribution.  It was very constructive, 
persuasive, diplomatic and convincing without hurting anyone. All his 
suggestions were also foresighted.  Recently he completed his full time active 
service in his Episcopal ministry, and he has decided to devote the rest of 
his life time for theological education. At that time it came to my mind that 
the theological world so far has not recognised him constructively. I also felt 
guilty for that ignorance.  The outside world does not know much what a  
significant	contribution	he	has	made	to	the	life	of	the	church.	This	book	will	
give some ideas about his contribution.

It is marvellous to know how God has guided his life.  He was born in a 
village to a middle class family.  His father Mr. Daniel Sadananda and mother 
Mrs. Salome Sadananda nurtured their six children in all the Christian values 
which one can still see in the life of the Bishop.  The mother’s prayerful life gave 
him a spiritual foundation, while the father’s human concern and leadership 
qualities	influenced	him	very	much.		John	Sadananda	had	a	good	upbringing	
in the family and the Church nurtured him in Christian values. Already in his 
childhood he had a deep desire and inner urge to opt for full time Christian 
ministry. In 1965 he joined the Karnataka Theological College (KTC), Mangalore  
to do L.Th., and after his study joined the Mysore Diocese which later was 
trifurcated  as a deacon. He was ordained as a deacon in the year 1969 and as 
a Presbyter in the year 1975. He did his B.D studies at the United Theological 
College, Bangalore.  During his studies he was very much interested in pursuing 
his	studies	in	the	field	of	the	Old	Testament,	and	expressed	his	desire	to	learn	the	
Hebrew language to Dr. E.C. John, his O.T. professor.  Knowing thus his interest 
in Hebrew, Dr. E.C. John encouraged him and he was one of the few in the class 
who did all exegetical papers in Hebrew.  Perceiving his academic ability and 
devotion to duty the then Principal of  Karnataka Theological College Dr. C.D. 
Jathanna  invited him to teach at KTC. While serving at KTC from 1974 to ‘78 
he also served as Presbyter-in-charge of St. Paul’s Church in Mangalore. 
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His M.A studies in Kannada language and literature at Mysore University 
widened his perspective to the secular world. In 1978 he was awarded a scholarship 
to go to Georg-August University, Goettingen, Germany for his Doctoral Studies. 
It was a privilege for him to do his doctoral studies in Germany from 1978 to ’83 
under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Hans-Joachim Kraus.  Although he was invited by 
some international ecumenical organisations and also by the national seminaries in 
India to work and give lectures and talks, he decided to go to his region, and joined 
as a lecturer at KTC, Mangalore  to teach in the local language  and concentrated 
on promoting theological education in the Kannada language. 

When he was 42 in the year 1992, he was invited to take up the Principalship 
of KTC, and he continued as the Principal for 17 years.  During that period, 
he served as the Executive Secretary of Karnataka Christian Educational 
Society (KACES).  He visualised the future needs and  viability of theological 
education, ventured into constructing the new block of the KACES Hostel, 
the very meaningful architectural KTC Chapel, Sahodaya - KTC Programme 
Centre,  Kalasangama - KACES audio video recording studio, the new library 
block with well-equipped archives and Bishop Jathanna Auditorium which 
can	accommodate	more	 than	five	hundred	people	along	with	 the	classroom	
block.  To support the downtrodden people, he promoted the Hebich Technical 
Training Institute,  Balmatta Institute of Printing Technology, Karnataka 
Institute of Commerce and Union Christian College, Tumkur and Sauharda – 
Rural Theological and Vocational Training Centre, Bailur through which many 
rural	young	people	belonging	to	all	faiths	were	benefitted.		Understanding	the	
needs and sufferings of the retired pastors, he built a home for retired pastors 
namely, Sanjeevana, which relieved the worries of the Pastors. This is a good 
model which should be followed by other dioceses also. With the vision to 
link	theological	education	and	secular	education,	he	made	efforts	to	affiliate	
Karnataka Theological Research Institute with Kannada University, Hampi for 
M.Phil. and Ph.D courses. All these ventures are a witness to his commitment 
to the poor and the needy, to the church and theological education.

His theological commitment, vision and leadership was very much 
recognised by the Senate of Serampore College (SSC) and the Senate provided 
him many opportunities to serve the same in various capacities.  He was the 
only one in the history of SSC to serve in all the committees of SSC, and 
also	to	serve	as	 its	Secretary,	President	and	finally	now	as	the	Master.	SSC	
recognised him mainly because of  his commitment  to theological education.  
Since he was in SSC for a long time he came to know the inner dynamics of 
SSC.	 	He	 remains	 the	 reference	point	 for	any	clarification	 in	 the	SSC.	 	He	
is accepted by everyone because he is very mild, humble, polite and treats 
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everyone as his equal.  He does not give way to nepotism and favouritism.  He 
is also straightforward in his dealings, and remains a man of  justice.  Even 
after he became the Master, he never used to dominate or dictate terms in the 
committee meetings as he respects every one’s view.

In the year 2009, he was called to serve as the Bishop of Karnataka Southern 
Diocese,	CSI.	In	his	first	speech	as	the	Bishop	he	said,	“I	am	a	visionary,	I	am	
a worker,” which is very much visible in his Episcopal ministry. He was able 
to lead the diocese with a sound theological perspective, and challenges still 
the course of theological education in India from the context of the church. 
The CSI synod recognised him and made him the convenor for CSI Synod 
Theological Commission, Secretary of CSI Bishop Council, Chairperson of 
Legal and Marriage Questions Committee and Department of Ecumenical 
Relations and Ecological Concerns. By recognising his dynamic leadership 
as the Bishop in Karnataka Southern  Diocese, the CSI synod gave him the 
responsibility to lead the two other CSI dioceses of Karnataka State when 
there were problems. With his soft approach and friendly relationship he was 
able to lead the dioceses smoothly.

Even when he was in the Theological College, he continued to associate 
with the local church in various capacities.  That helped him to guide his students 
towards relevant pastoral concerns. He promoted wider ecumenism and also 
grass-root ecumenism.  He is very much recognised by the Mangalore city 
community irrespective of faith. Because of his ecumenical perspective and 
concern towards the marginalised community, institutions like the Ecumenical 
Christian Centre(ECC), Bengaluru  and the Inter Church Service Association 
(ICSA), Chennai  honoured him with the position of chairmanship.

Mission partners and development partners too trusted him very much because 
of  his personal integrity, transparency and accountability. Because of that they 
supported all his programmes in the diocese and also in SSC.  Building up of 
the	New	Block	of	 the	Senate	Office,	Senate	Centre	 for	Extension	and	Pastoral	
Theological Research (SCEPTRE), Kolkatta, and South Asia Theological Research 
Institute ( SATHRI),  multi crore projectin Serampore are examples of that. 

One cannot probably forget the help and support Bishop Sadananda 
received from his family, especially from his wife, Mrs. Pushpalatha 
Sadananda in all his endeavours in his pastoral, Episcopal and pedagogical 
endeavours. Their daughter Dr. Vandana Sadananda too showed keen interest 
in her father’s profession and rendered her service wherever possible. Bishop 
Sadananda gratefully remembers the part played by his dear wife Pushpa, 
daughter Vandana and the eldest brother late Rev. James L. Sadananda  in his 
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life and ministry. It is truly enriching to see the importance of family members 
in a person’s life especially among those shouldering the responsibility of the 
ministry and administration.  

Recently, when he was asked about his vision for the future of Theological 
Education	he	affirmed	the	following:	

1. Integrating different theological streams
2. Emphasizing the unity of the Church
3. Discerning the signs of the times and acting upon it.
4. Committing the Church to give effective pastoral leadership by 

entering into a personal relationship with the people.
5. Ensuring the need to build a community of  love, compassion and 

justice.
6. Promoting contextual theological education relating to margins.

And also as programmes he wants to do the following:
a. Getting UGC recognition
b. Linking with different theological networks in Asia
c. Establishing an endowment for higher education

Considering his commitment to the Pastoral Ministry and Theological 
Education,  BTESSC and his friends want to honour him and  express their 
gratitude to him by releasing this volume ‘Communion on the Move: Towards a 
Relevant Theological Education,’ which contains  23 articles written by eminent 
theologians.  The whole effort was started only two months ago with an aim to 
release it during the convocation 2015 in Kottayam.  Many people discouraged us 
by	indicating	the	practical	difficulties	involved,	mainly	because	of	the	time	factor.		
But to our surprise most of the friends agreed without any hesitation and sent the 
articles at our request before the dead line.  This would have never happened in the 
past.  I think that is mainly because of the charisma of the Master, Bishop Rt. Rev. 
Dr. John S. Sadananda.  Each one wanted to express his or her gratitude towards 
him by contributing an article.  Thanks to all the members for their contribution.

In all the articles one can see the main theme running through. Although 
the contributors have dealt with different subjects, they are all relevant to 
theological education.  We hope this book will inspire many people in their 
theological journey and serve as a source book for our theological community.

p. mohan larbeer
Secretary, BTESSC




