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foreword

Theological teachers are the key players in equipping theological 
students; in turn the students educate the congregation through their 
biblical interpretation.  But most of our faculty members have either 
studied in Western Universities under scholars who are biased and 
privy to the Promised Land and to Israeli Jews or taught by the 
scholars who are trained in Western Universities. So almost all the 
biblical scholars’  reflections are biased to the promise of God to Jews 
than to the reading of the scriptures from the marginalised perspective 
that is very much needed today. They have confused biblical Israel 
with the present State of Israel without knowing its political condition 
existing there.

The quest for alternatives is the essence of theology and life, and 
the quest for alternative approaches to interpret the message of the 
Scriptures for our own times, is the defining aspect of our spirituality 
and theology. Theological questions relate to experiences of personal 
faith and envision social justice and social responsibility to humanity 
and for the whole creation. Questions arising from the context(s) are 
relevant and significant, but understanding the context(s) need more 
than imagination, they need imaginative interpretation, otherwise we 
will live with mere imagination, without addressing the context(s). 
The primary task of Hermeneutics is to recover the ‘power of context.’ 

One of the contexts that has dominated biblical interpretation across 
space and time is Palestine. A starting point of exegetical assumption 
has been the ‘geographical imagination’ of Palestine in biblical history 
and tradition. Our hermeneutical expressions of promise, covenant, 
election, faith, worship and witness have been interpreted in the light 
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of the experiences of the people of Israel, although we have failed 
to historically define, who the people of Israel are? The exclusive 
promise of God for an exclusive ‘promised’ people has been assumed 
and accepted in most biblical interpretation, which has emerged from 
the Hebrew Bible. While doing this, we fail to recognise the bias of the 
‘Authors’ of the Bible and ignore the pluralistic communities present 
within the Christian Bible, that shaped biblical narratives. So, where 
do we begin our hermeneutical enquiry?

One of the most significant hermeneutical enquiries of Jesus lies 
in the question, who is my neighbour? (Luke 10:29).  This question 
is foundational to most biblical narratives. The Neighbour does not 
necessarily define geographical proximity or distance, but the need - 
it is about the denial of the other, and the reconstruction of identities 
based on ethnicity, language and faith traditions. It is the re-drawing of 
the geographical map and limiting the social mobility of the people and 
creating boundary markers. The Neighbour is the visible expression 
and realization of the margins. It is the ‘forced occupation’ of space, 
and prejudiced meaning provided and redefined. 

Therefore, political ‘Palestine’ needs reinterpretation, so as to 
answer the persistent question asked, in the occupied territories: ‘Who 
is my neighbour?’ Any visitor to Palestine today, will realize that the 
idea of a ‘promised land’ needs to be revisited.  God’s promise has 
been used to oppress, marginalize and dehumanize the Palestinians 
who belong to the Promised Land. The constant socio-political and 
religio-cultural rhetoric has been to deny that the Palestinians were, are 
and can be the neighbours of the Jews. A corrective from the Christian 
perspective is thus possible and necessary with the rediscovery of 
biblical interpretation. 

It is noted with careful analysis that a reading strategy which has 
been very popular in certain circles of Christian faith namely Zionism 
distorted the original intention and spirit of the texts, thus challenging 
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the biblical notions of emancipation and equality. We live in a world, 
in simple terms, a postmodern context, where emerging new identities 
passionately seek a place to survive, new ethnographic locations are 
formed, a tension between conformity and resistance is identified 
and God-talk is done in the language of aliens and strangers. It is 
understood within the postmodern context of emancipatory struggle, 
cross-cultural relationships, and unhelpful boundaries. According to 
Gayathri Spivak, many liberation movements, existent historically 
and contemporarily, that have mobilized freedom dreams prepared 
the ground for planetary community. A possible construct of faith and 
its possible implications and expressions should be the starting point 
for any kind of faith journey. As we see many hurdles and barriers 
in human life, we need to redefine boundaries and identities by 
definitely offering a space to ‘the other.’ For instance, in Palestine we 
see an interplay or nexus between ethnicity, race, gender and creed as 
Zionist readings could not support the basic demands of the people of 
Palestine.

At this juncture, it becomes very important to state that Israel’s 
aggressive policies of settlement and expansionism into the Palestinian 
land are interpreted and justified in the name of “Promised Land,” 
“Chosen People,” and “Covenantal Promises.”  Israel’s ruthless 
policies are seen by most of the Indian Christians as normal and 
natural, because the “Bible says so.”

Similar perception prevails even in most of the theological colleges. 
Except for a few, hardly we come across unbiased and objective 
exposition being offered by the teachers. After their theological 
education, students who take up pastoral ministries preach and transmit 
similar ideas to their congregations. It is apparent that the Indian 
Church is dominated by similar interpretation. Consequently, Indian 
Christians by and large endorse the oppressive and discriminatory 
policies and actions of the Israeli government inflicted and imposed 
against the Palestinians, because they say the Holy Bible endorses so, 
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which for them is God’s Word. The aggressors and the victims use 
the Bible to justify their actions. Therefore, the texts are to be re-read, 
de-mythologized and re-interpreted by employing hermeneutical tools 
from the victims’ perspective. A re-look at from a new perspective 
with fresh, contemporary and authentic interpretation is warranted at 
this point of history.

Against this back drop, the BTESSC organized a conference 
primarily to equip the teachers with tools to analyze and interpret 
the Bible from a Palestinian’s perspective.  Nearly 80 participants 
participated and 14 papers were submitted.  Towards the end a solidarity 
statement was released by the participants, and the participants also 
sent recommendations to the Senate to consider this for curriculum 
revision.  

We thank Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac, the Palestinian theologian, Dr. 
Daniel Ayuch, the theologian from Lebanon and Dr. Michel Nseir, 
a Palestinian theologian from the World Council of Churches, for 
their significant contribution during the conference.  We also thank 
all the Indian theologians who presented papers especially Dr. Joseph 
Muthuraj for his keynote address.  This conference was not possible 
but for the support of Karibu Foundation, for that we thank Rev. 
Eilert Lund Rostrup. We also recognize the support given by the 
local churches, institutions and theological colleges. Thanks to Rev. 
Arun Kumar Wesley and Ms. Esthaleena  Margaret for their editorial 
support.
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